
A417 Missing Link – Responses to Council Motion 25 March 2015 

 

The following motion was passed by full council on 25 March 2015: 

“This Council notes that the A417 Missing Link remains one of the worst bottlenecks 
on Gloucestershire’s roads, and a continuing cause of serious accidents.   
 
This Council further notes the repeated cross party support from this Council, and 
from councils across Gloucestershire to addressing this issue.   
 
This Council welcomes the recent commitment from the Department for Transport, 
but also recognises that there will be much work to do to see the upgrade delivered – 
and the county’s representatives in Westminster will have a crucial role to play in 
that.   
 
As such, this Council resolves to write to all candidates standing in Gloucestershire 
at the forthcoming General Election, giving them an opportunity to state their support 
for this crucial scheme, and to publish responses received.” 

 

We have received responses from the parliamentary candidates standing in 
Gloucestershire at the General Election on 7 May 2015. They are listed below in 
alphabetical order: 

 

1.  Stuart Adair 
2.  Neil Carmichael 
3.  Alex Chalk 
4.  Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 
5.  Richard Graham 
6.  Mark Harper 
7.  Paul Hodgkinson 
8.  Martin Horwood 
9.  Jonathan Ingleby 
10.  Sarah Lunnon 
11. Laurence Robertson. 

 

 

 

 



Stuart Adair.txt

 
From: Stuart Adair [mailto:stuartadair@live.co.uk] 
Sent: 17 April 2015 09:24
To: BUNGARD, Peter
Subject: A417 Missing Link Letter - PDB/LG
 
Good morning Peter,
 
Thank you for your kind offer to publish a statement in support of the A417 
missing link. Yes, you are very welcome to use my words freely wherever you 
choose.
 
It is extremely disappointing that we haven’t seen anything other than 
procrastination and words over this important issue. The A417 missing link isn’t

just a vanity scheme or even something to relieve traffic tensions and aid 
flows; it’s required because 353 people have been injured, 42 have been 
seriously injured and 13 people have lost their lives. This has to be one of the

most dangerous stretches of road in Britain today. Let’s put the £255M cost of a

bypass in perspective. It’s just 5 days’ worth of EU membership fees, its 8 
days’ worth of foreign aid payments and is 0.3% of the cost of HS2 – Now where 
would you rather see your money spent?

Best wishes

Stuart Adair
UK Independence Party (UKIP)
Branch Secretary Tewkesbury
UKIP Parliamentary Candidate Tewkesbury
Gloucestershire County Chairman 
01684 290286 / 07754 317440
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FW A417 missing link statement

From: ROBINSON, Lewis  
Sent: 13 May 2015 09:13 
To: 'peter.bungard@gloucestershire.gov.uk' 
Subject: A417 missing link statement

Dear Peter,

I am e mailing you with Neil Carmichael’s response to the letter from the County
Council’s Chief 
Executive to all parliamentary candidates during the general Election seeking 
views on the A417 missing 
link.  Apologies for the late response but it was a busy time!

Neil’s response is as follows;

“I was delighted to join forces with the Conservative leadership on the County 
Council over the last two 
years in campaigning for the funds needed to fix the “missing link” on the A417.
 One of my priorities 
since being first elected in 2010 has been to improve road and rail links for 
the residents of the Stroud 
Valleys and the Vale.  In a survey I undertook of 10,000 Stroud residents last 
year sorting out the 
“Missing Link” at the Air Balloon roundabout was the top priority in feedback 
about transport.  I’m 
delighted that our campaign, together with Gloucestershire County Council has 
been successful and the 
funding now secured.  I’ll be working with you to ensure work begins as soon as 
practical.”

Regards,

Lewis
(on behalf of Neil Carmichael MP)

Lewis Robinson| Parliamentary Office of Neil Carmichael MP | Member of 
Parliament for Stroud
House of Commons | London | SW1A 0AA | 020 7219 7163 | 07825 261668 | 
lewis.robinson@parliament.uk
www.neilcarmichael.co.uk | @stroud_neil | The Festival of Manufacturing and 
Engineering @StroudFestival and 
http://www.festomane.co.uk/

UK Parliament Disclaimer: This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient.
If you have 
received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. 
Any unauthorised 
use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for 
viruses, but no 
liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this 
e-mail. 
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Alex Chalk.txt

 

From: Alex Chalk [mailto:alex@alexchalk.com] 
Sent: 24 April 2015 16:12
To: BUNGARD, Peter
Subject: A417
 
Dear Mr Bungard,
 
Thank you for your letter dated 14 April 2015.
 
I am delighted to have this further opportunity to express my support for the 
A417 Missing Link scheme.  The Air Balloon bottleneck is holding back 
Gloucestershire’s economy, and continues to be responsible for a grim and 
growing number of serious road accidents. The recent commitment made by the 
Department of Transport to this scheme was giant leap forward, but we need to 
keep up the momentum to ensure this upgrade goes ahead. I will do whatever I can

to aid in that effort. Sitting on the fence is not an option.
 
I am prepared for this response to be published on the County Council website.
 
Best wishes,
 
Alex 
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Geoffrey Clifton-Brown.txt

From: Judith Betterton [judithbetterton1@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 22, 2015 09:47 PM GMT Standard Time
To: BUNGARD, Peter
Subject: A417 MISSING LINK

Dear Peter
 
Thank you for your letter of 14 April about the A417 Missing Link.
 
I am delighted to have led Gloucestershire Conservative Members of Parliament to

persuade the government to include the missing link in the roads programme. 
 
Assuming we are re-elected, we will continue to work with government Ministers, 
Highways Agency and County Council to ensure that work starts on the scheme, as 
soon as all the appropriate feasibility work including public enquiry and 
planning applications can be completed.
 
I am happy for my response to be published on the County Council website. 
 
Geoffrey
 
Geoffrey Clifton-Brown
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FW A417 Missing Link

 
-----Original Message----- 
From: CARTWRIGHT, Patrick [patrick.cartwright@parliament.uk] 
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2015 04:46 PM GMT Standard Time 
To: BUNGARD, Peter 
Subject: A417 Missing Link
Dear Mr Bungard,
 
I am writing on behalf of Mark Harper MP, in response to your letter regarding 
the A417 Missing Link.
Please find below a quote from Mark Harper in support of the Council’s work on 
finding a solution to the 
Missing Link. Apologies for the delay in this response.
 
Rt Hon Mark Harper MP, Member of Parliament for the Forest of Dean, said:
 
“I, alongside colleagues from across the County and the wider region, have long 
recognised the 
need to find a solution to the A417 Missing Link.
 
Gloucestershire Conservatives, led by Cotswolds MP Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP and
County 
Council Leader Cllr Mark Hawthorne, have been campaigning for a solution to the 
Missing Link 
for a number of years.
 
Roads act as the arteries of our economy – unclogging congestion at areas like 
the Missing Link 
can give our local economy a real boost.  This will have a positive impact for 
people across the 
region who use the A417 regularly, including many of my constituents in the 
Forest of Dean.
 
I am glad that a Conservative Chancellor has pledged to deliver the funding 
needed to take this 
much-needed change one step closer to becoming a reality. This shows that 
Conservatives have 
a long-term plan to improve our economy and our road network.”
 
Many thanks,
 
Patrick
 
Patrick Cartwright
Parliamentary Assistant
Office of the Rt Hon Mark Harper MP
House of Commons|London|SW1A 0AA
020 7219 1244
 
UK Parliament Disclaimer: This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient.
If you have 
received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. 
Any unauthorised 
use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for 
viruses, but no 
liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this 
e-mail. 
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Paul Hodgkinson.txt

From: Paul Hodgkinson [paul.hodgkinson1@virgin.net]
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2015 04:05 PM GMT Standard Time
To: BUNGARD, Peter
Subject: A417 Missing link

Peter
Thanks for your letter regarding the A417 Missing Link.
As you know, I have worked hard - as one of the County Councillors for the Air 
Balloon area – to commit the Government to improve the area of single 
carriageway on the A417.

It is blighted by gridlock, air pollution and accidents.
I invited both the Deputy Prime Minister and the Transport Minister to see the 
problems for themselves and am delighted that the Government has agreed to fund 
a solution.

In fact, my motion to the County Council in 2013 calling for the Missing Link to

be sorted out was supported by 46 councillors and sent a clear message to the 
Government.

I am therefore clear in my support for a solution to this blackspot.
Paul
 
Cllr Paul Hodgkinson
Prospective MP for the Cotswolds. 
CDC (Churn Valley), GCC (Bourton & Northleach).
 
Getting things done, for all of us - http://www.gettingthingsdone.org.uk/
Twitter @paulcotswolds, Facebook PaulForCotswolds 
Printed (hosted) by Virgin Media, Media House, Bartley Wood Business Park, Hook,

Hants. RG27 9UP. Published & promoted by Margaret Edney on behalf of Paul 
Hodgkinson (Liberal Democrats), both at 42A Cricklade Street, Cirencester. GL7 
1JH.
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Jonathan Ingleby.txt

 
From: ingleby jonathan [mailto:jcingle@blueyonder.co.uk] 
Sent: 18 April 2015 21:22
To: BUNGARD, Peter
Subject: A417 Missing Link
 
Dearter Bungard,
 
Thank you for your letter of 14 April concerning the so-called A417 Missing 
Link. 
 
No, I do not support the above mentioned scheme. More road building of this sort

simply moves on the problem elsewhere. It is akin to strengthening the flood 
defences in Tewkesbury so that we might have floods in Gloucester. We need to 
think seriously about how we can reduce traffic on our roads in general and in 
Gloucester in particular. Better rail links with cheaper fares might help.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Jonathan Ingleby
Gloucester Green Party
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Sarah Lunnon.txt

From: LUNNON, Cllr Sarah 
Sent: 27 April 2015 14:28
To: BUNGARD, Peter
Subject: A417 Response

Dear Mr Bungard

The Government’s response to the County Council’s representations for a 
solution to the delays and accident levels on the A417 in Gloucestershire is 
welcomed, by myself and my local Green Party. That response makes clear that 
ALL options will be considered, not just the dual carriageway proposed by the 
County Council.

We share with others the belief that the decision-making and implementation of 
the County Council backed solution could take at best 10 years to deliver. The 
problems need alleviating much sooner than that.

We also note that the factors which have previously caused the dual 
carriageway solution to be rejected, still apply, casting serious doubt upon 
its viability.

It is our view that, as a nation and a county, we are failing to address the 
root cause of traffic flow problems, i.e. ever-increasing traffic volumes, 
particularly of bigger and heavier vehicles. Planning to cope with infinite 
traffic growth, rather than trying to reduce or stabilise it, is contrary to 
our aims of reducing harmful vehicle emissions and protecting our countryside.

In many place where dual carriageways have been built to relieve traffic 
problems, the bottleneck has simply been shifted elsewhere. On many major 
routes where dual carriageways are joined by minor roads, speed restrictions 
have had to be introduced because of the dangers from the high volume/high 
speed through traffic. These dangers would exist on the A417, and speed 
restrictions would likely be needed, unless motorway-level junctions were 
provided, with the attendant additional expense and visual impact.

I note that the Conservative run County Council's web based campaign to gather 
public support for their scheme;
a) offered no option to oppose it, and
b) raised less support than the Glosvain petition to oppose the incinerator 
you still intend to have built.

If you intend publishing my response in any media then please do so in its 
entirety.

Yours Sarah Lunnon
Green Party Parliamentary Candidate for Stroud

Sent with Good (www.good.com)
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FW Missing Link response

From: <ROBERTSONL@parliament.uk> 
Date: 12 May 2015 16:22:41 BST 
To: "pete.bungard@gloucestershire.gov.uk" <pete.bungard@gloucestershire.gov.uk>
Re Missing Link 
 
I have long supported and campaigned for improvements to this stretch of road. 
It 
is an accident black spot and also causes delays to journey's most days. I was 
pleased that the government announced that it was looking into moving the matter

on, but we now need to ensure that work takes place to agree a scheme and then 
ensure that the scheme is implemented as soon as possible. I will continue to 
press 
for action in this way.  
 
Sent from my iPad

UK Parliament Disclaimer: This e-mail is confidential to the intended recipient.
If you have 
received it in error, please notify the sender and delete it from your system. 
Any unauthorised 
use, disclosure, or copying is not permitted. This e-mail has been checked for 
viruses, but no 
liability is accepted for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this 
e-mail. 
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